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Abstract

Books are one of the most widely used media to enlighten and delight the human 
mind. Traditional book publishing is time-consuming, expensive, and unsuitable 
for knowledge sharing. Traditional publishing practices and current copyright 
laws have a role in disrupting the free exchange of knowledge. The Open Access 
model fulfils knowledge-sharing requirements among the academic community. 
Publishing becomes more manageable with the assistance of digital technology. 
With the help of a computer with an Internet connection, the author can manage 
all the publishing processes. The application of Open Access in book publishing is 
promising for authors. This paper discusses the approaches in Open Access book 
publishing.

Keywords: Book publishing, Open access, Academic publishing, Open licenses,  
        Copyright.

Introduction

Information Explosion is the highlight of the 20th century. The Internet and other 
communication technologies have accelerated the spread of knowledge. The Free 
Software movement, Wikipedia, and Open Access initiatives put forward the concept 
of liberating knowledge from monopolisation. The idea of   Copyleft has made waves 
in literary and scientific publishing. Book writing has become an essential part of 
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educational and research activities. The number of books published today is much 
higher than in the past. Most books other than literary works are published to meet 
academic requirements.  Traditional publishing methods cannot meet the publishing 
requirements of the academic and research community. Traditional publishing 
practices and current copyright laws have a role in disrupting the free exchange of 
knowledge. The book publishing industry is advancing in all aspects with the help 
of technology. Publishing becomes more manageable with the assistance of digital 
technology. With the help of a computer with an Internet connection, the author 
can manage all the publishing processes at home. Publication of books in Open 
Access helps to advance education and research. At the same time, the writer can 
gain popularity and respect from society through the wide distribution of books.

Drawbacks of traditional academic book publishing

The academic community engage in book publishing for knowledge sharing. 
Everybody would like to publish their book through a reputed publishing house. 
Books published under the brand name of a reputed publisher are the main advantages 
of traditional book publishing. Conventional publishing houses manage the work 
professionally and enhance the book’s content and quality. They also manage book 
promotion and sales, and authors can be free from such activities.

Publishing books through traditional publishing houses is a time-consuming process. 
Prominent publishers accept works for publication only after rigorous examination. 
Usually, the entire publishing process takes time from six months to twelve months. 
Besides, writers cannot expect a decent income from book publishing. Publishing 
houses take away the copyright from the author to publish the book. Publishers 
charge the expense of publishing in advance from the beginners and the authors who 
are not in the limelight. Publishers also charge the advance amount from authors to 
cover the risk of not selling the books (Subramanian, 2014). Academic books have 
a limited audience and do not sell like literary works. 

The author gets a few copies, and the rest of the books will sleep on the publisher’s 
shelves. Academic publishing needs good strategies for the free and wide distribution 
of books.
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Open access in book publishing

The Open Access movement became very popular among the academic and research 
community because of its far-reaching impact on the dissemination of scholarly 
output. It could cut down expenses and publishing delays. Open Access philosophy 
is accepted well in journal publishing. Following are the benefits of Open Access 
publishing for the academic community (Emery et al., 2017):

• To establish academic identity,

• Knowledge sharing,

• It leads to more discussion,

• More citations,

• Easy to track academic impact,

• For professional growth.

Many developing nations still have low awareness of Open Access (Kirsop, 2006). 
In many countries, top-ranking institutions own Open Access repositories and 
publications. Very few countries have adopted a national-level Open Access policy. 
Low awareness among the academic and research community is a crucial factor 
restricting the benefits of Open Access. Publishing in predatory and substandard 
scholarly publications is prevalent in developing countries.

Many universities and publishing houses started to publish books in the Open 
Access model. But the Open Access movement has not been well accepted among 
the academic community in developing countries. Some institutions have adopted 
Open Access with traditional printed books. Australian National University Press 
(https://press.anu.edu.au) facilitates downloading free e-books and uses a print-on-
demand facility to buy paperback copies. More than 40,000 open access books and 
chapters from around 500 publishers are now available in the Directory of Open 
Access Books (Folan, 2022).

Tools for open access book publishing 

The modern book publishing process depends on technology-related tools and 
services. Authors and publishers rely heavily on computers, from manuscript 
preparation to print-ready books. Different kinds of tools are available for Open 
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Access book publishing. Following are the categories based on the processes 
involved in it.

Manuscript preparation

Various tools are available for the manuscript preparation of e-books and paperback. 
Word processing software and customised tools are suitable for preparing the 
manuscript—popular word processing software like MS Office and LibreOffice are 
ideal. Styles in word processors save time, helpful for font and spacing consistency. 
Make sure to use high-resolution images in the book. Otherwise, images look blurred 
on printed paper.

Cloud-based word processing services are suitable for writing in a collaborative 
environment. Google Docs is a popular cloud-based word processing service that 
fulfils all authors’ requirements.

Self-publishing services offer customised writing platforms for manuscript 
preparation. Writing in a predefined space is convenient for authors. Reedsy author 
service provides a user-friendly writing tool and helps to export professional typeset 
e-books and paperback. 

Using word processor templates for manuscript preparation will also make the job 
easier. Leading self-publishing platforms like Amazon KDP facilitate templates 
for books of various sizes.

Preparation of e-books in PDF format for Open Access distribution requires 
manuscript in A4 size document. Document in A4 size is convenient to take a 
printout for offline reading.

Language assistance tools also supplement the writing process. Translation 
services, grammar checking, paraphrasing and summarising tools benefit the perfect 
manuscript. Plagiarism checking tools and reference management are essential for 
ethical writing.

Licensing of open access books

Intellectual Property Laws protect commercial publishers’ interests and restrict the 
use of creative works among authorised users. The distribution of scholarly literature 
has become popular with the advent of the Internet. The respect and recognition 
from society are the motivation behind the author’s decision to make the work Open 
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and available for free. Educational and research institutions are at the forefront of 
releasing publications and documents for Open access.

Open licenses ensure the author’s copyright and, at the same time, allow free 
distribution of the works. Creative Commons is a comprehensive license suitable for 
distributing Open Access books. The Creative Commons License initiative started in 
2002 under the guidance of Lawrence Lessig. He is the Roy L. Furman Professor of 
Law at Harvard Law School and the former director of the Edmond J. Safra Center 
for Ethics at Harvard University. Creative Commons covers a wide range of works, 
including books, movies, plays, music, articles, photographs, website and blogs. 

The Creative Commons License stands on four pillars: Attribution, Share-Alike, 
Non-Commercial, and No-Derivatives. Let us describe each of them (Creative 
Commons, 2022):

Attribution (BY): The user may copy, distribute, display or modify the work by 
giving attribution to the creator.

Share-Alike (SA): Users must distribute the modified work using the license used 
for the original work. Attribution to the original creator is necessary.

Non-commercial (NC): Users can copy, distribute, display, modify and reproduce 
the work only for non-commercial uses. Attribution to the original creator is 
necessary.

No-Derivatives (ND): Users can only copy, distribute, and display the work. They 
are not allowed to modify the work. Attribution to the original creator is necessary.

Licenses with different user privileges can generate by mixing and matching Creative 
Commons basic terms. License selection tool available at Creative Commons 
website, https://creativecommons.org/choose/. The logo for each license can 
generate to display along with the work. Open License details are often mentioned 
on the verso page of the book.

Curation and sharing

Publication of Open Access book in an ideal online place gives maximum visibility. 
Select an online platform to get indexed by search engines. It helps the readers to 
search and find the book on the World Wide Web. Following are the online platforms 
suitable for depositing the books;
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• Deposit in institutional repositories,

• Also deposit in public repos (e.g. Zenodo),

• Public digital libraries (e.g. archive.org),

• Academic social networks (e.g. Researchgate, Academia),

• Online document repositories (e.g. Scribd). 

If the author organisation has no institutional repository, deposit the document in a 
public digital repository. The Internet Archive is a non-profit digital library initiative 
home to millions of free books, videos, programmes, songs, and websites. Archive.
org is an ideal place to preserve and share Open Access materials. 

Preparing documents suitable to get indexed in search engines is necessary to 
take place in search results. Provision to allow full-text indexing and metadata to 
documents will help to get maximum visibility on World Wide Web.

Publishing venues

Once the book’s final draft in PDF or e-pub format is ready, the author can make 
arrangements to make the copies available to the readers. Following online platforms 
are suitable for distributing Open Access books. 

Websites and Blogs 

Authors can upload on the author’s website or blog. Tools to collect the download 
details are available on websites and blogs based on Content Management Systems 
(e.g. WordPress). The author can also gather details of the visitors, the number of 
downloads, and the geographic location of readers. Comments on the book can 
collect with the help of feedback tools. The authors who do not have a website/
blog can create one using popular blogging platforms like WordPress and Blogger 
(https://www.blogger.com/).  

Academic Social Networks

Academic social networks such as ResearchGate (https://www.researchgate.net) 
and Academia(https://www.academia.edu) are the best places to showcase the book. 
Authors can gather download and citation information on the book from academic 
and social networks.
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Digital library/repository

Authors can choose digital libraries or institutional repositories to upload the 
book. Often educational and research institutions maintain Digital Libraries and 
Institutional Repositories. The institution where the author is working may have 
a digital library, and he can upload the book there for public access. Authors can 
choose a shared digital library for the global availability of the book. For example, 
the Internet Archive (https://archive.org) is the world’s most extensive and best 
digital library. Here, everyone can upload files. The author can make the book visible 
to the public by uploading it to the Internet Archive.

Public engagement

Targeted readers should get information regarding the new book. To inform readers, 
share the book’s highlights, abstract, and cover page on social media. A website and 
Facebook page can prepare for the book. Search engine optimisation is necessary 
to access book details by search engines like Google. Provide comprehensive book 
details together with relevant keywords on the website. Make book information 
accessible in WhatsApp groups along with a link to the website. As part of the 
advertising, give paperback copies of the book to prestigious libraries. Make 
arrangements to put an e-book copy in the digital library of the leading institutions.

Conclusion

Open Access is a need of the hour, and the academic community should encourage 
it. Books are a suitable medium to give an overview and more details of any topic. 
Developing countries require the free availability of books to promote education 
and knowledge sharing. Open licenses cover all forms of arts and literary works. In 
addition to protecting copyright, Open licenses help authors ensure the publication’s 
maximum reach. Open Access reduces the delay in the publishing process, and 
readers get the book without much waiting. World Wide Web facilitates tools and 
services suitable for publishing processes, from manuscript preparation to the 
distribution of  books.  The academic community requires more awareness of the 
benefits of Open Access book publishing.
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